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LIBRARY PROGRESS 





Probably the most important progress of this war-time year in the 
library field in Texas is the recent decision of the Commissioners’ Court 
of Dallas County to employ a trained librarian for the system. The court 
has made an appropriation of $5,880, and the demonstration county library 
which has been functioning now for the past three years has become a roc= 
ognized legal county library. 

Tyrrell Public Library's attractive little branch located in the re- 
creation room of Multimax Village is meeting a real need in serving many of 
Beaumont's war workers. Especially valuable is the service rendered to the 
children and young people who find worthwhile recreation through the books 
provided. Further extension service is maintained through branch libraries 
at several schools and through the issuing of books from a library car, 

The Library Board’ of the San Antonio Public Library got. the library!s. 
budget incro&sed -- $12,000 over last year. About half the increase is to 
be used to provide a bookmobile for sections of the city without library 
service. 

The McCulloch County Library now has a permanent building for the 
branch in Melvin. It is a combined community center and library. 

The Dallas Public Library has opened a film department and is now a 
depository for govermment and inter=-American films, 

The private library of Dr. Donald Barton, a collection of 4,724 books 
and pamphlets on petroleum, was presented to the Houston Public Library 
during 1942, 

’ A site for a neighborhood branch library building was purchased, and 
$15,000 for a building (deferred for the duration)-was donated to the 
Houston Public Library. 

During the past year the Sherman Public Library was completely ree 
decorated and the interior rearranged so as to give better lighting and 
more comforteble seating space, 





JUNE TEXAS LIBRARIES 1943 








WAR AND POST WAR REGIONAL CONFERENCE: NOTES. The three panel discussions held 
during the War and Post War Regional Conference in Austin on May 12 and 15 were con- 
ducted under Dr. Rex Hopper as Discussion Leader. Dr. Bernice Moore participated 
in the three discussions, and other members of the panels included librarians of 
colleges and large public libraries as well'as laymen of Texas. The two out-of-state 
participants were Mrs. J.R. Dale, Secretary, Oklahoma State Library Commission, and 
Dr. Charles H, Brown, Librarian, Iowa State College Library. 7 

The thrée meetings had for their themes: 1. Reconnaissance View, War and Post 
War Planning, What shall it be? 2. Composite Photograph ~ Possible Results; 5. 
Blueprint’for the Librarian, It was requested that no person be directly quoted; 
therefore, names are omitted in the following quotations. These notes are from 
those taken by the stenographer who was present at all of the meetings. 

The first’ discussion centered around the ever~recurring question, "What are we 
fighting for?", whieh was never answered, but was left in the form of the pritery 
problem “to ersate a meaning for the war." One panel member said, "Basically, we 
are in &t because a war started somewhere. Countries are inevitably drawn into con- 
flicts with other peeples. The things we fight for here come into existence, This 
is a means, of course, of determining the creation of a meaning for the war." "The 
real meaning of the war will probably come twenty years, more or less, after the 
fighting." “The real meaning of the war is the preservation of the opportunity to 
build a democracy, completely. We should push democracy forward now and after the 
war," 

The second discussion centered around race relationships. *“How oan we relate 
races, prejudices, selfishness and indifferences?" "We must work on the problems 
of the post war period, for we should not want to live in a world of race discrimi- 
mations. If we are betrayed at the peace conference, there shall arise out of it 
another Japan." “We have no basis in merely a brotherhood of mane We have talked 
about this common brotherhood for two thousand years and have done nothing to bring 
us closer together." 

During the third panel three points were disoussed: the library, the librarian 
and the outsider. "The librarian should inform herself. We are going through the 
most important crisis in our life. This cives the librarians a great opportunity. 
They must be interested and eager to gain all the knowledge of war and home condi- 
tions. A librarian cen be a focal point in the movement today. She must interest 
all people, Find out what books will interest whom and contact those persons. Put 
books into the hands of the people who are in the public ~ clergymen, speakers, radio 
peonie = and they will reach a far greater audience than you can, Make a list of 
people who like certain books and use that list when new books come in. Take part 
in movements to educate the world for peace. Make your library a focal point, Some 
librarians have successfully used recordings in communities of low reading capacity. 
Others have organized reading clinics, Books put out by the'Friendship Press are for 
adults on a low age level. Get these and seo that they are read." ‘Reach people in 
every way possible; reach parents through the children; through professional people. 
Pick up a good sales technique. Popularize your books; make them a definite part of 
everyday thinking." "The librarian should read; she must inform herself so that she 


might inform others. She must be capable in the selection of books, Inform your- 
self in every field." 





-0= : 
CLINIC FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. On June 11 and 12 the Library Service Department 
of the North Texas State Teachers College sponsored a clinic for school librarians. 


The clinic was planned to harmonize with the War and Post War Institutes’ sponsored 
by the National and Regional Planning Boards. There were three sessions, during 
which the following subjects were discussed: The School Library in the Community; 
Public Opinion and the Press; and Community Problems and Library Service. 
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ABOUT LIBRARIES. Austin. The Austin Public Library observed its tehth anni- 
versary in its present building in'March. The building, which cost $145,000, was 
opened on March 20, 1933. However, public library service was first started in 
1926, when books were circulated from an upstairs room at 819 Congress Avenue. 

Then in 1927 the library was moved to a temporary building on the nresent site. The 
library has made rapid progress in the ten-year interval. In 1935, it had a four- 
member staff, less than 12,000 books, 5,000 borrowers, and was open to the public 
for only 48 hours a week. Now there is a staff of ten, almost 40,000 books, over 
44,000 borrowers and the library is open 76 hours a week. The post-war goals of 
the library include a 10th ward branch with a Spanish-speaking librarian, a branch 
in South Austin, a bookmobile, a greatly incrgased book stock, and readers' advi- 
sory services Miss Darthula Wilcox, librarian since 1935, is a graduate of the 
University of Texas and the Columbia School of Library Science. 

The University of Texas Library has recently aoquired a 94-volume set of 
Victoria County Histories direct from London. The set is bound in brilliant red 
and gold and is dedicated to Queen Victoria. 

Another recent acquisition of the University of Texas Library is a 40-volume, 
handsomely*illustrated study of the North American Indian, Research fof the work 
required 23 years of effort on the part of the writer, Bdaward 8. Curtis, who lived 
among the Indians for many years. The project was underwritten by the late J.P. 
Morgan, and consists of 20 volumes of text and 20 plates. 

Denton. Over 100 books for the Red Cross soldiers’ kits were recently turned 
in by the Denton County Junior Red Cross. These are small mystery books and are 
one of the largest single items in the expense of filling the kits. " 

Ifvinge The Irving Library, one of the branches of the Dallas County Librery 
system, observed its second anniversary on May 5. From a beginning of only a few 
volumes in one corner of a used furniture store, the library has progréssed to 5 
1,500 volumes in’® rented brick building. Furnishings include a piano, dook~cases, 
desks and tables, and fully equipped kitchen. The lounge has become a popular 
meeting place for clubs and other organizations. 

Waco. San Jacinto Day was the forty-fifth birthday of the Waco Public Library 
in that the first meeting of the first board of the library was héld April 21, 1898. 
It was not until the next year, however, that the library was opened. To commemo- 
rate the occasion, a 50-foot steel flag-pole and a United States flag donated and 
erected by the James A. Edmond post of the American Legion, was presented to the. 
library. , : 

Cc Hood. On the evening of June 16, Mrs. Myrtle Johnson, librarian of the 
162nd Street Service Club at North Camp Hood, brought to the library Miss Evelyn 
Oppenheimer of Dallas to review Willkie's “One World." 

=Oe f 

“"THE LIBRARIAN'S TRUST." In the “South Dakota Library Bulletin" for April, 
1943, Mr. Norman Bassett makes some pointed statements relative to librarianship 
in his article "The Librarian's Truste" Following are some excerpts from ite 

"The art of civilization is largely the art of salesmanship, Nothing of perma- 
nent value has come down to us from the past save by the grace of good salesmanship 
on the part of somebody... And librarians must be good salesmen, You should not 
be satisfied with having 20%, 40%, or 50% of the potential readers in your baili- 
wick as patrons of your library. You should bend every effort to have a large 
majority as regular readers. The knack of knowing how to disseminate books is just 
one method of salesmanship. For me to sit here and attempt to telI you in a cone 
crete manner how to sell your library to the people of your community, or to the 
faculty and student body of your school or coilege, would be utter folly. You have 
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undoubtedly coordinated all the data on the readers of your domain. You know the 
editor of your local newspaper. Do you have his cooperation and are you getting 
good, favorable publicity? You knew the head of the Parent Teachers Association 
and the presidents of the Rotary and Kiwanis clubs. Are you getting their hearty 
cooperation? These and scores of other questions must be answered and acted upon 
by yous Please get over the idea that the salesman is the high priest of sordid 
commorciolism; the salesman is the spark plug of civilization. It has been stated 
that salesmen are born, not made. Pishtush} And it has been maintained by alleged 
experts on aptitudes that the objective person will be successful at salesmanship 
and the subjective type a failure. Again pish~tush and tommy-rot. We have had 
enough experience to learn that salesmanship is a combination of good common sense, 
tact and perseverance ~ with the accent’on perseverance. In short, good salesman- 
ship is an acquired attribute. Are you, as o librarian, a good salesman?" 
606 

GOLD STAR LIST; The Syracuse Public Library has again issued the "Gold Star 
List Of American Fiction." The list contains 630 titles in all with thirty-seven 
new books of fiction from 1942 titles. The basis of selection is the general de~ 
mand for books among fiction readers of the library. Copies of the list are avail- 
able from the Syracuse Public Library at thirty-five cents (35¢) for single copies 
and ten per cent discount for 10 copies or more. Cash or stamps should accompany 
orders of less than 10 copies. ; 





~Onw 

EDUCATION AFFECTED BY THE FORTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE. No general library legis~ 
lation was introduced or passed by the Forty-Eighth Texas Legislature during its 
January 11 to May 11, 1943 session, and no tax bills whatsoever passed, although 
many were introduced. The Legislature increascd the State Department of Education's 
rural aid spending to an all time high, and also raised the per capita for scholas- 
tics from $22.50 to $25,00. Also a bill was passed which instructs the State 
Treasurer not to collect more than three percent as interest from debtors to the 
permanent school fund regardless of the rate they promised to pays. 

Other bills affecting cducational institutions are the appropriation bills 
of both junior and senior colleges, including the University of Texas, which carry 
a total somewhat less than that of two years agoe 

For the 1943-45 biennium the state departmental budget was cut about $14,000,000, 
this economy however, being largely reduced by the aforementioned increase in rural 
aid and scholastic per capita appropriation, 

-0-= 

READING COMES FIRST. "When onc. thinks of the great noeds of the world, it is 
hard’ to say which remedy is the most important: botter diets, more’ control of dis-~ 
ease, or the ability to get information through reading. There is, however, good 
reason to say that in most cases roading comes before either of the others," says 
Elizabeth E, Hoyt, author of Freedom from Want, Public Affairs Pamphlet No. 80. She 
contimes, “Literacy has become essential to modern living... Literacy is 0 nogative 
measure only. lo one would say that all who are able to read and write can take 
care of themselvos properly, But in the world as it is today, tho prospects are very 
poor for those who cannot read and write. As a matter of fact, the peoples of the 
world know this and are acting upon it... In order to master modern civilization 
and benefit from it, people neod the kind of wide information that, in mest in- 
stances, can only be obtained through reading. Reading, in our age, is the most 
basic technique for helping the people to understand thoir place in the world, to 
feed and care for themselves, and to take a hand im controlling their lives in their 
own waye The mere ability to read is not, of course, sufficient. Roading materials 
of a broad educational value must be made available for the common man. Otherwise, 
the printed page may be just one more weapon in the hands of the charlatane" The 
basic needs of man, according to Miss Hoyt, are (1) adequate food; (2) freedom from 
preventable disease; (3) enough knowledre to use such rosourcos as are available. 
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According to the "World Almanac” for 1943, of the 130,000,000 péople in the 
United States, more than 24,000,000 are illiterate. Of these, 2,500,000 are 
Negroes, with 139,000 belonging. to other racial groups. This illiteracy figure 
is approximately 19% of the total population of the nation. 

~O= 


a LIBRARY TOOLS. The Texas State Library has on hand a large number of library 
d tools which were in the WPA collection recently turned over to the State ry ela 
The following books may be borrowed by libraries on an indefinite loan from * 
the Extonsion Division. Please refund postage upon receipt of the books. 
Akers. Simple library cataloging. 
AeLeAe By way of introduction, 
AsLeAe Catalogue rules. 
AsLeA. How to start a public library. 
AeLeA. Inexpensive books for boys and girls. 
A.LeAe Practice sheets. 
A.LeA. Standards for public librarics. 
_ AeLeAe State citizen's library committees and conferences. 
A.LeA. State grants to public libraries. 
Ballard, The public library. 
Bardens Book numbers; manual for students. 
Browne Library key. 
. Cincinnati public library. Books for adult beginners. 
Currin. School library management. 
Cutter. Three figure alfabetic-order table. 
ts Danae Modern American library economy. Subject~heading list for information 
i file, 
Danae Modern American library economy. The picture collection, 
Deweye Abridged decimal classification and relativ index. 
Dickinson. Best books of the decade, 1926-1955. 
Eastman. Books that have shaped the world. 
Edge. Books for self education. 
Fargo. Library in the school. rd eds 
00, Frank. What books for children, 
1 Herdmane Classification, an introductory manual. 
Hutchins. Guide to the use of libraries. 
Inglis & McCague. Teaching the use of books and libraries. 
Johnson. Manual of cataloging and classification for small school and public 
libraries. 
Klinefelter. Bookbinding made easy. 
McCollough. Essentials in library administration. 
he McCrea.e Significance of the school library, an aid for speakers and writers. 
ive Phelps. Book and library plays. 
Rathbone, Shelf department, 
Rue. Subject index to readers. 





ts Sears. List of subject headings for small libraries. ird ed. 
Smith. Subject headings for children's books. 
Toser. Library manual. 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. Rural planning and the village. 
Van Nostrand. Subject index to high school fiction. 
ar Wilson. Children's catalog, 1936; also 1937, 1938, 1939 supplements. 
- The following books may be borrowed by libraries for a period of three weeks and re= 
| newed if necessarys 
" Ademse Junior college library programe 
= Adler. How to read a booke 
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Agnew. Southern bibliography. Fiction, 19291958, 

AsLeA, Book automobiles. 

AeLeAe Library personnel and training agencies in Indiana. 

AeL.A.e Regional or district libraries, 

AsLeAe Replacement list of fiction, 1939, 

A.LeA. State library agency, 

AeLeAe Visual material. 

Bean, Bookbinding for beginners, 

Booklist books, 1938. A.LeA. 

Bryant. Best stories to tell to children. 

Bryant. How to tell stories to children. 

Cannone Guide to library facilities for national defense. 

Chancellor, Helping adults to loarns 

Chancellor, Holping the reader toward self-education, 

Danton, Library of tomorrow, 

Dewey. Decimal classification and relative index. 13th ed. 

Eaton. Reading with children, 

Fair. Countywide library service. 

Fargo. Activity book for school librarics. 

Fargo. Library in the school. 

Herbert. Personnel administration in public libraries, 

Horton. Buying list of books for small libraries. 1940. 

Joeckel, Current issues in library administration. 

Johnson. Public library, a people's university. 

Jones. Hospital libraries. 

Judson. Modorn group discussion. 

Keller. Readers’ digest of books, 

Kuhlman. Archives and libraries. 

Kunitz. Authors today and yesterday. 

Kunitz. Junior book of authors. pM 

Lathrope County library service to rural schools (Bulletin 420, 1930) 

Lee. How to enjoy reading. 

Lingenfelter. Vocations in fiction. 

Logasae Biography in collections suitable for junior and senior high schools, 

Long. County library service. 

Lowes Small public library building. 

McDiarmid. Library survey. 

Mahony. Five years of children's books. 

Matson. Books for tired eyes. 

Moore. My road to childhood. 

Mott. Children's book on how to use books and libraries. 

National education association. Certain aspects of school library administra~ 
tion. 

Pergande. Practice tests for civil service examinations. 

Richards, What shall the children read. 

Sauer. Radio road to readings 

Shores. Basic reference books. 

Tante. Living authors. 

Tolman. Digest of county library laws of the United States. 

Toser. Teacher's key for library manual. °* 

Waples. Investigating library problems. 

Wilson, Children's catalog. 1940 supploment to fifth edition (1986) 

Wilson. Geography of reading. 

Wurzburg. East, west, north and south in children's books, 
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For libraries with limited book funds the State Library has copies of Hoover 
and Gibson's new book "The problems of lasting peace" which will be sent on pay= 
ment of 10 cents for postage and wrapping. This is a $2.00 book. 

The State Library also has 169 copies of the AeLeA. Lettering Guide which will 
be sent free to libraries upon receipt of three cents in stamps to cover mailing 
costSe 

=O= 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES CITED. The AsLeAe Citations of Merit for library trustees 
were conferred on Judge Ora Wildermuth of Gary, Indiana, and on Mrs. George Le 
Tomlinson of Evanston, Illinois, in the A«LeA. headquarters office on June 10. 

‘Mrs, Tomlinson was cited partly for her twenty-four years of activo service as 
a trustee in Evanston, and partly for her efforts in behalf of improved library ser- 
vice for the state of Illinois. Hor appreciation of the importance of progressive 
library service has made her alert to new opportunities for coordinating the li- 
brary's activities with the community's social and educational program. 

Judge Ora L. Wildermuth has been a trustee of the public library in Gary since 
1908, He has been president of the library board, cooperated in plans for new 
branches and promoted trailer service. All of these are normal trustee responsi- 
bilities. Judge Wildermuth's distinctions are his eager initiative and construc=- 
tive cooperation. P 





- Que 

AMONG LIBRARIANS.. Miss Janice Kee, librarian of the Jefferson County Library 
for the last year, has been granted a leave of absence to serve as camp librarian 
in the Army Air Forces Basic Flying School in Independence, Kansas. Mrs. Reta De 
Piland, former librarian, is serving while Miss Kee is away. 

Miss Leonora Manning, formerly with the Greenville school system, recently be- 
came librarian of Library ‘No. 6 at North Camp Hood, c 

Miss Leila Campbell, librarian of the Gladewater High School, is serving during 
the summer as librarian of the Upshur County Library. Mrs. Louise Marshall, li- 
brarian for the past four years, has resigned. 

Mrs, Gerald McKenna, librarian of the Harlingen Public Library since 1939, re- 
cently resigned to accept a position in the Harlingen Gunnery School Library. Miss 
a Fuqua, a member of the staff of the Dallas Public Library, succeeds Mrs. 

CAENNA . 

Mrs. Otis Fowler, who has had lihbrarv training at T.S.C.W. “nd the Univorsity 
of Wisconsin, is acting librarian of the Denton County School Library, succeeding 
Mrs. Bess McCullar, who has been named executive secretary of the Grayson County 
Rod Cross chapter, Lehi gS 

Mrs. Bayard Cole recently resigned as librarian of the Denison Public Library 
to move with her husband to Mariotta, Goorgiae Mrs. WeE. Jordan roplaces Mrs. 
Cole. 

Followinz the resignation of Miss Mcrrucrite L. Hester as countv librarian, the 
Commissioners' Court of Midland County appointed Mrs. Rosita Hs Hollar, former li- 
brarian of the Poinsett County Library in Herrisburg, Arkansas, to the position. 
Miss Hester is now on the staff of tho Toxas State Library. Tete 

The item which appeared in tho March, 1943, issue of Texas Librarics, -con- 
cerning the El Paso County Librarian should have read as follows: Mrse garet Z. 
Baehr has been appointed acting County Librarian of the El Paso County Library. 
Prior to her appointment she had been for more than three years on the staff of 
the El Paso Public Library and had also beon on the staff of the Los Angeles County 
Library. She holds an A.B. (1958) and a BeSs in LeSe (1939) from the Univorsity of 
Southern California. 
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